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king. By all accounts Edward was a sickly child, and his babyhood was
marred by childish ailments : in June 1246 he was taken dangerously ill during
a visit to Beaulieu with his- father and mother, and for a time the physicians
thought he must die. In 1254 the young prince was married to Eleanor of
Castile in the monastery church at Las Huelgas: after the ceremony his
brother-in-law Alfonso X. of Castile knighted him ; and when the young couple
returned to England the old king bestowed upon Edward as a marriage portion
Gascony, Ireland, Wales, Bristol, Stamford, and Grantham. Men marvelled
at the royal generosity, and said that the grants made Henry no better " than
a mutilated king."

Edward grew up to be a singularly attractive young man. He was tall and
muscular, with long arms and raking thighs which enabled him to become an
expert at sword-play and to ride the most spirited horse. His face was " shapely,"
with a particularly high forehead and delicately modelled nose and mouth;
and from his father he inherited a curious drooping of the left eyelid. He was
a fluent and persuasive talker, but his speech was indistinct- Able to make
friends easily, he could inspire them with his own enthusiasm ; and, unlike his
father, he set a great store by faithful service to the crown. He was hot-tempered
and passionate, but he seldom bore resentment for any length of time, though
his subjects knew him for a stern, hard man.

Edward was at heart an adventurer. As a young man he developed a passion
for the tournament, which since the days of Stephen was the fashionable pastime
of young nobles; and nothing gave him greater delight than to organise these
knightly amusements. As we have seen, he took an active part in the quarrel
between his father and the popular party ; the reputation which he won from
his godfather's friends, however, was far from flattering, and they constantly
accused him of being as faithless as his father. In August 1270 Edward left
for a crusade to the Holy Land. It was arranged that he should meet the
French king at Tunis, but when he arrived there he found that Louis was dead
and his contingent was making ready to return to France. " By God's Blood/'
he swore when the French acquainted him with their plans, " though all my
fellow-soldiers and countrymen desert me, I will enter Acre with Fowin, the groom
of my palfrey, and I will keep my word and my oath to the death/* And so he
did. After wintering in Sicily he sailed for Palestine and relieved Acre {May
1271); he then took Nazareth; and the victory which he won at Haifa enabled
him to push on and occupy Castle Pilgrim.

During the summer of 1272 Edward had a miraculous escape from death.
An infidel messenger, carrying despatches from the Emir of Jaffa who wished to
conclude a truce with the crusaders, attacked Edward with a poisoned dagger.
After a fierce struggle the English prince managed to slay the murderer; but not
before he himself had been severely wounded in the arm; and when the poison had